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A Message From the Chief
On behalf of the Board of 
Fire Commissioners, our 
firefighters, paramedics, 
and staff, I want to 
thank you for your 
overwhelming support of 
our recent Maintenance and 
Operations Levy. Thanks 
to your support, we will be 
able to continue providing 
outstanding emergency 
services from constantly 
staffed fire stations and keep 

our promise of enhanced services beginning in 2016. 

As 2015 draws to a close, we are on track to see another 
record year for emergency responses. This increase — 
primarily in medical calls — is accompanied by what has been 
the most active and dangerous wildfire season in decades. 
So far, our Fire District has been spared the huge, disastrous 
wildfires that impacted our Eastern Washington neighbors, 
but we did experience some multiple-alarm wildfires 
requiring the assistance of outside agencies. To reciprocate, 
we provided assistance at several large wildfires in our region. 

Finally, I’m pleased to share that this past summer we 
signed an Automatic Aid Agreement with the Spokane Fire 
Department. Virtually identical to our agreement with the 
Spokane Valley Fire Department, this agreement ensures 
that the closest firefighters and paramedics are sent to 
emergencies, regardless of which side of the agency’s 
borders they are located. These agreements are proving to 
be invaluable in terms of lives and property saved on both 
sides of agency borders.

As always, if you have any questions about our service, or 
suggestions about how we can serve you better, please feel 
free to e-mail me at tnielsen@ scfd8.org, or give me a call 
either at the office 509-926-6699 or at home 509-535-7740.

Tony C. Nielsen, MA, EFO,  
CFO, Fire Chief, SCFD8

HEAR IT ON THE 
RADIO
Earlier this year, Fire District 8, 
along with all Spokane County 
first responders, moved to an 
upgraded radio system. The 
new system provides much 
clearer voice communications, 
many more channels for fire 
and law enforcement use, 
and more system capacity for 
large-scale emergencies.  The 
$47 million dollar upgrade to 
Spokane County’s Emergency 
Communications System 

was supported entirely 
by a 2008 Spokane 
County voter-approved 
0.1 percent sales tax 
increase. It consists 
of 17 new microwave 
towers located at high 
points across the county 
connected to new radio 

gear for each 
agency. The 
new system 
has greatly 

improved daily 
operations and 
was particularly 
effective during 
the recent 
wildfire season.

2015-16 RECRUIT ACADEMY GRADUATION
SCFD8 welcomed 
six new volunteer 
members and 
two new resident 
volunteer 
members during 
Recruit Academy Graduation on June 9th. The recruits 
began April 8th and dedicated every Thursday evening 
and Saturday to learning such techniques as wildland 
firefighting, search & rescue, ropes, ladders, ventilation, 
hazardous materials, and EMS. Congratulations to our 
new graduates!

Want to join our team?
SCFD8 is a combination 
department with full-time and 
part-time firefighters & paramedics, 
volunteer firefighters, and Support 
Services volunteers. With all these 
classifications we are almost always 
doing some sort of recruiting.  

Check our website (www.SCFD8.org) 
regularly for testing opportunities. 
If you have questions about our 
recruitment process, please call us  
at 509-926-6699.

Get life-saving fire 
prevention tips at 

NFPA.org



Tony C. Nielsen, Fire Chief 
Lee Boling, Commissioner 
Andy Rorie, Commissioner 
Chuck Vyverberg, Commissioner

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
SPOKANE, WA

PERMIT #4

Fire      Flyer
Fire 8 Flyer is a publication of  
Spokane County Fire District 8

12100 E Palouse Highway  |  PO Box 345 
Valleyford WA 99036

SCFD8 offers FREE Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) classes to family members, friends, and 
members of the Fire District 8 community who want 
to learn CPR, but do not need a course completion 
card. Our American Heart Association Family & Friends 
CPR class contains information on how to perform CPR 
on adults, children, and infants, and how to help an adult, 
child, or infant who is choking.

When: The Second Tuesday of Each Month 
Where: Station 81, 6117 S. Palouse Highway 
Time: 7:00 pm         
Cost:      No Fee
Sign up:  Call 926-6699 or email mlong@scfd8.org

SIGN UP FOR FREE CPR CLASSES

HEAR THE BEEP WHERE YOU SLEEP 

• When a smoke alarm sounds, 
get outside and stay outside.

• Replace all smoke alarms in 
your home every 10 years.

Smoke alarms save lives. If there’s a 
fire in your home, smoke spreads fast. 
Smoke alarms give you the time you 
need to get out safely. Having a working 
smoke alarm cuts the chances of dying 
in a reported fire in half. Almost two-
thirds of home fire deaths resulted from 
fires in homes with no working smoke 
alarms.

• Install smoke alarms in every 
bedroom, outside each sleeping area 
and on every level of your home.

• Test your smoke alarms every month.

CARBON MONOXIDE SAFETY TIPS
Carbon Monoxide (CO) is an odorless,  
colorless gas created when fuels burn 
incompletely. It can be deadly!

• Install CO alarms in a central location  
outside each sleeping area and on every  
level of the home.

• Test CO alarms at least once a month.

• If the trouble signal sounds, check batteries.  
and replace if necessary.

• If the alarm sounds, move to a fresh air location 
outdoors or by an open window or door. Make 
sure everyone is accounted for. Call for help and 
stay outside until emergency personnel arrive.

HOME HEATING APPLIANCE SAFETY

It’s nice to curl up by the fireplace or wood stove and 
even nicer to know that you’re safe while doing so.  
Some tips to consider are:

• Make sure equipment is properly installed and vented.

• Keep anything that can burn (such as paper or wood)  
three feet away from heating appliances. 

• Dispose of ashes by placing them in a metal container  
that is kept away from the home.   

• Never use the oven to heat your home. 

• Keep a spark screen in front of the fireplace.

• Make sure tree limbs are 10 feet away from the chimney. 
Keep leaves and pine needles off the roof.

BE WARM AND SAFE THIS AUTUMN AND WINTER!


